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2019-20 CALL/TIMES ALL-AREA GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

SMITHFIELD – At last, Er-
ickson Bans’ future college head 
coach can talk about the intangi-
bles that made the high-scoring 
Shea High School product an 
attractive option to join the Bry-
ant University men’s basketball 
program.

Per Bulldogs coach Jared 
Grasso, the road that ultimately 
led to Bans’ inclusion as part of 
the incoming five-person group 
that was announced by Bryant 
on Wednesday dates back to the 
youngster’s junior season with 
the Raiders. The courtship was 
dialed up a few notches last sum-
mer when Grasso checked out 
Bans on the AAU circuit with 
Expressions Elite.

After performing well at Bry-
ant’s 2019 Elite Camp, Bans re-
ceived a scholarship offer from 
Grasso. On Jan. 12, Bans felt 
comfortable enough with Gras-
so’s vision to supply a verbal 
commitment. 

Now, Grasso is in a position 
where he can publicly mention 
Bans, the Pawtucket native who 
per the Bryant press release 

was listed at 5-foot-11 and 165 
pounds. 

“I just think he’s a playmaker 
who does a lot of things with the 
ball in his hands,” said Grasso 
when reached Wednesday. “He 
can make plays and he can make 
shots. For me, those are the kind 
of guys who I like.

See BANS, page B2

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – Upon Amaya 
Dowdy’s arrival on St. Raphael’s cam-
pus in 2017, she wasted little time in 
becoming known as the BWOC – Big 
Woman On Campus.

Listed at 5-foot-11, Dowdy immedi-
ately carved out a special niche as a tow-
ering presence on the hardwood for the 
Lady Saints. Her size made her an impos-
sible cover. It was futile to keep her off the 
boards or move her out of the paint.

During her first two seasons with the 
Saints, Dowdy relied exclusively on 
brute strength to seize the day. Roughly 

a year ago, it dawned on the Woonsocket 
resident that she wouldn’t be able to rely 
on sheer power alone. It was imperative 
that she develop other parts of her game 
in order to graduate to the next level. 

Thanks to Dowdy’s ability to incorpo-
rate a jump shot, opponents were forced to 
play a guessing game during the 2019-20 
season. Was she going to flash outside or 
continue the time-honored tradition of do-
ing most of her damage close to the bas-
ket? On many nights, Dowdy owned the 
upper hand, hence why her junior season 
is being recognized as MVP of the Call/
Times All-Area Girls Basketball Team.

See DOWDY, page B2

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

The best way to sum up the 2019-20 Call/Times 
All-Area Girls Basketball Team is this: See just about 
all of you next season.

Of the 10 players who earned a spot, an astounding 
seven are scheduled to return for the 2020-21 cam-
paign. That’s an impressive sum that speaks well to 
the future, yet let’s not be so quick to jump ahead.

In alphabetical order, the time has come to pay 
tribute to those who rose to the occasion for the re-
spective teams this past season.  

Nevaeh Caro, freshman guard
Woonsocket High School

A live-wire on the defensive end, Caro was one of 
the main reasons why the Villa Novans fashioned an 
impressive 14-3 record during the regular season and 
advanced all the way to the Division III championship 
game. … Stats-wise, the first-year varsity contributor 
averaged 10 points, six rebounds and an impressive six 
steals per contest. … Stated head coach Mike Cahill, 
“Nevaeh’s defense started her offense. She played the 
other team’s best player and set the tone for our energy 
with her defensive play.”

See RETURN, page B3

Unfinished business

File photo
Cumberland junior Maddie Zancan, above, averaged a 
team-high 16 points and nine rebounds a game this sea-
son to lead the Clippers to the Open tournament. 

See you again 
next season
Talented players like Zancan, 
Forbes, Puccetti all return

File photo
St. Raphael junior Amaya Dowdy, of Woonsocket, became an efficient outside shooter this season to make her one of the best players in 
the state. Dowdy is the 2019-20 Call/Times All-Area Girls Basketball MVP after averaging 15.5 points and nine rebounds a game.

Dowdy turned into dominant force for hungry Saints

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Grasso loves Bans’ 
playmaking ability

NFL

Brady, Gronkowski reunite in Fla.

File photo
Rob Gronkowski said the only quarterback he wants to play with is 
Tom Brady (12) and the tight end got his wish with Tuesday’s trade.

By BARRY SVRLUGA
The Washington Post

When, exactly, were the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers the most intriguing offensive 
team in football? This is a franchise whose 
career leading passer threw more than two 
interceptions for every three touchdown 
passes. It’s a franchise whose career lead-
ing receiver has played just six seasons, a 
franchise whose lone Super Bowl season 
is defined by a defensive tackle (Warren 
Sapp) and a bruising fullback (Mike Als-
tott.) The only thing ever named after the 
Bucs is a defense: the Tampa-2. Even that’s 
a generation ago.

Now, if there’s actually a 2020 NFL sea-
son, what offense will be more interesting?

Tom Brady in Tampa Bay is one thing. 
Tom Brady and Rob Gronkowski in Tampa 
Bay together? That’s delicious.

There’s an X’s-and-O’s element to this 
- or, for the first time in Bucs’ history, an 
O’s-and-X’s element - because Brady and 
Gronkowski together make for one of the 
most dynamic and dangerous pass-and-
catch combos in NFL history. But there’s 
more than that.

These are two of the NFL’s dominant 
characters over the past decade. They 
might be the two dominant characters, par-
ticularly when it comes to teammates. Who 
rivals Brady and Gronk in New England in 
some nebulous combination of personality, 
drama, flair and performance? 

See REUNITED, page B4

File photo
Everyone knows Erickson Bans 
can score, but Bryant coach Jared 
Grasso believes the future Bulldog 
can be an elite point guard. 
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NEVAEH CARO, FRESHMAN
WOONSOCKET HIGH SCHOOL

TATUM FORBES, JUNIOR
ST. RAPHAEL ACADEMY

KLANI GAUL, SOPHOMORE
TOLMAN HIGH SCHOOL

KEEARA HOWARD, JUNIOR
DAVIES TECH

TALIA FERNANDES, JUNIOR
MOUNT ST. CHARLES

YARITZA LARA, SENIOR
LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL

YASMINE SANTOS, SENIOR
SHEA HIGH SCHOOL

ALYSSA SIMPSON, SENIOR
BURRILLVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

MADISON ZANCAN, JUNIOR
CUMBERLAND HIGH SCHOOL

CALLA PUCCETTI, SOPHOMORE
NORTH SMITHFIELD HIGH

Return
Continued from page B1

Talia Fernandes, junior guard
Mount St. Charles

Fernandes opened the season with a 
bang, scoring a single-game program-best 
39 points on eight three-pointers against 
North Smithfield.  Against Blackstone Valley 
Prep on Dec. 20, Fernandes popped for 30 
points. She continued to shoulder a signifi-
cant load for an MSC squad that struggled in 
Division II, yet her ability to score in every 
conceivable fashion helped her average 15 
ppg. .. She chipped in with averages of six 
rebounds and three steals. …  Named Third 
Team All-Division. … Stated head coach 
Jack Madden, “When Talia gets out in transi-
tion, she’s hard to stop … a wrecking ball of 
strength and speed. She is equally effective 
in the half-court.” 

Tatum Forbes, junior guard
St. Raphael Academy

Displaying uncanny poise for an SRA out-
fit that ranked up there as one of the best in 
the state (15-2 in Division I), Forbes was a 
threat on both ends of the court. It was com-
mon to see her turn defense into easy offense, 
the result of the tenacious pressure she ap-
plied on opposing guards. … On the season, 
she averaged 10.2 ppg, four assists, and four 
steals. … Named Second Team All-State by 
the Coaches Association and was First Team 
All-Division and Second Team All-Class. … 
Stated head coach Tammy Drape, “She came 
back mentally stronger from the previous 
season and managed to stay composed. Mid-
way through the season, I started to give her 
the green light based on what she was seeing 
and she called the offense, which was nice.” 

Klani Gaul, sophomore center
Tolman High School

Nicknamed “Jenks” and “Special K,” 
Gaul emerged as an essential building block 
thanks to her ability to score points quick-
ly while more than holding her own on the 
glass. … For a Tolman outfit that went 13-4 
in Division III, she ended up leading the Ti-
gers in both scoring (averaged nine points) 
and rebounding (nine per game). … Stated 
head coach Walter “Bunky” Gonzalez, “She 
was a spark of energy and saw her role be-
come more important as the season pro-
gressed. She started to show some leadership 
qualities during practice and proved to be a 
great fit when it came to team chemistry. She 
will be a go-to player for us next season.” 

Keeara Howard, junior guard
Davies Tech

Howard’s first full season at the varsity 
level saw her register a strong impact for a 
Patriots outfit that went 9-8 in league play 
and earn a spot in the Division III playoffs. 
…She was her team’s leading scorer (13.5 
ppg). … In addition, she led Davies in assists 
per game (5.0) and steals (4.0). … Named 
First Team All-Division and Second Team 
All-Class. … Stated head coach Joe Handy, 
“One of our best defensive players, Keeara’s 
speed and talent is obvious. Her game matu-
rity, however, grew with each passing game. 
She had many big games and we would not 
have done as well as we did without her. 
Can’t wait to see what’s in store next sea-
son!”

Yaritza Lara, senior guard
Lincoln High School

A two-year captain, Lara led the Lions 
in just about every major category this past 
season. In 22 games (all starts), she averaged 
13.6 ppg, three steals, and two assists. … 
In addition, Lara swished 22 three-pointers 
and made 113 trips to the free-throw line. 
… Named First Team All-Division and First 
Team All-Class for an LHS squad that went 

10-7 in league play and earned a spot in the 
Division III quarterfinals. … Stated head 
coach Lindsay Lacey, “Yaritza had to move 
from her most comfortable position at the 
off-guard/three-guard spot to point guard and 
made the transition seamlessly – even when 
she was double teamed. She made her team-
mates better each and every day and led by 
example.”

Calla Puccetti, sophomore wing
North Smithfield High School

The Northmen owe much of the prosper-
ity they achieved in 2019-20 (15-2 regular 
season, No. 2 seed in the Division III play-
offs) to players like Puccetti, who averaged 
12 points and eight rebounds. … Named Sec-
ond Team All-Division and Third Team All-
Class. … Stated head coach Ariana Stanton, 
“Calla is a fearless and versatile leader who 
has a hunger to grow and get better not only 
for herself, but for the betterment of our team. 
Not only was she key to our team’s success, 
but she’s a well-rounded, three-sport athlete 
with a 4.26 GPA.” 

Yasmine Santos, senior forward
Shea High School

Santos will go down as one of the top fe-
male basketball players in Raider program 
history. Quiet but very determined once she 
stepped on the court, she averaged over 21 
ppg and 10-plus rebounds for a Shea squad 
that qualified for the Division II playoffs. … 
A three-year varsity starter, Santos netted 
the 1,000th point of her career on Jan. 9. … 
Named Third Team All-State by the Coaches 
Association in addition to First Team All-Di-
vision and First Team All-Class. … Stated 
head coach John Lickert (via the Key Spir-
it Award press release): “She is the ultimate 
student-athlete who will be greatly missed 
next season.” 

Alyssa Simpson, senior guard/forward
Burrillville High School

The ultimate tone-setter, Simpson helped 
the Broncos achieve a 15-2 regular season 
and the top seed in the Division III playoffs. 
… Her relentless desire on both ends of the 
court helped her average 13.9 ppg and 10 re-
bounds. …  Named First Team All-Division 
and First Team All-Class. … Stated assistant 
coach Jaqueline Keable, “Alyssa was the 
backbone of the Lady Broncos. No matter 

what position she was playing, she seized 
every opportunity in order to make the best 
possible play. One of our leading scorers, 
she truly has a passion for everything she 
does and never lets you down. She is kind 
and athletic. She also knows how to have 
fun and work hard at the same time.” 

Madison Zancan, junior guard
Cumberland High School

The road to a strong junior season started 
midway through Zancan’s sophomore year. 
She began to trust her skills more which in 
turn allowed her to take on new challeng-
es within the Clippers’ framework. … She 

topped Cumberland in scoring (16.0 ppg) 
and rebounding (nine per contest). … Named 
Honorable Mention All-State by the Coach-
es Association as well as First Team All-Di-
vision and First Team All-Class. … Stated 
head coach George Coderre, “She was rock 
solid. The thing about Madison is that she 
understands the game very well. She has a 
grasp on what you’re trying to do. Her ver-
satility is something that’s hard to match. We 
used her at point guard, but she was also our 
best low-post player.”

Follow Brendan McGair on Twitter @
BWMcGair03
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Pic of the Day

Free Pic of the Day Photo Give-A-Way
If your child’s name appears in the Pic of the Day you are welcome to receive FREE photo 
reproductions of the Pic of the Day. Call Diane Ames at 401-767- 8500 to request your Pic 
of the Day photo set and you will receive one 8”x10” and two 5”x7” photos as a free gift 
from Navigant Credit Union.

Please give us the date that your Pic of the Day ran in the paper.
Additional photos can be ordered at a cost of

$8.00 each for one 8”x10” or two 5”x7”
11”x17” Posters can also be ordered at a cost of $10.00

Please leave your order quantities and contact information when you call. You will be called 
when your order will be ready for pick up. We accept cash, check and all major credit cards.

March 5, 2020 - In a game between Woonsocket and Mount Pleasant 
back in March, Woonsocket’s Jared Downing (15) passes to a teammate 

against Mount Pleasant Thursday night.
Ernest A. Brown photo

File photo
Lincoln junior Yaritza Lara (3) was one  of the 
top players in Division III this season. She 
earned a spot on the 2019-20 Call/Times All-Ar-
ea Girls Basketball team.

area, but this year, you could tell 
she put a lot into her shooting,” 
said Drape. “From a coach’s stand-
point, it was nice to be able to use 
her inside and outside.

“The thing I’ve always admired 
about Amaya is her work ethic. She 
has the mindset to get in there and 
prepare and work on specifics in 
order to get better,” Drape added. 
“To be able to coach a player like 
that … she understands that prac-
tice is a time to work on individual 
skills and prepping for our next op-
ponent.”

The goal of improving her drib-
bling and ball-handling ranks near 
the top of Dowdy’s offseason to-do 
list in advance of the 2020-21 cam-
paign. Memo to opposing coaches 
– you’ve been warned.

“You can only do so much at 
home. Right now, it’s a lot of doing 
things by yourself,” said Dowdy. 

Follow Brendan McGair on 
Twitter @BWMcGair03

while Sutherland has three seasons. If 
the NCAA doesn’t pass the one-time 
transfer rule in time for next season, 
Grasso hopes to have both players de-
clared eligible via appeal. Rounding 
out the spring 2020 additions is Dar-
ius Guinn, who shot 36 percent from 
three in 31 games as a sophomore at 
Central Wyoming College.

“The common theme with this 
group is that all of them talked about 
winning during their recruitment,” 
said Grasso. “When you have guys 
who are committed to playing for 
each other … they’re not caught up in 
individual goals. They want to go to 
an NCAA Tournament.” 
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