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NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

Photo by Brendan McGair
Front row, left to right, Shea High football standout Jaylen Smith is joined by 
sister Keaundra Brown, uncle Jovan Smith, mother Tolani Smith, and cousin Eli-
jah Perry as Smith committed to URI Wednesday. Back row, left to right, Shea 
football assistant coach Mike Murray, Shea principal Dr. Jacqueline Ash, Shea 
football head coach Dino Campopiano, and Shea athletic director Kate Corry. 

Shea’s Smith staying home
All-State running back headed to Kingston to play for Rams

By BRENDAN McGAIR
bmcgair@pawtuckettimes.com

PAWTUCKET – As friends 
would head to the beach or off to 
enjoy another popular summertime 
activity, Jaylen Smith remained 
committed to the promise he made 
to himself and his family.

That meant running another 
wind sprint along with another se-
ries of bench presses and squats. 
As beads of sweat formed on his 
face, Smith kept reminding himself 
about his post-Shea plans. 

“I didn’t want to have to pay for 
college,” he said. “It’s a goal I’ve 

had since I was 13.”
The proud owner of incredible 

tunnel vision saw all of his hard 
work pay off inside the Shea library 
on Wednesday morning. Surrounded 
by family, coaches, administrators, 
and classmates, Smith took part in a 
signing ceremony that signified his 
commitment to join the University 
of Rhode Island’s football program 
beginning with the 2020 season.

“It’s a big relief … an early Christ-

mas present,” said Smith with a smile 
when asked about firming up his col-
lege plans at a time when many high 
school seniors remain undecided 
about what the next step will entail.

One of the state’s premier run-
ning backs over the past few sea-
sons, Smith faxed off his National 
Letter of Intent to URI at 7:07 a.m. 
Wednesday. 

See SMITH, page B2

WRESTLING

SUCCESSFUL START

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Davies Tech 220-pounder Tyler Faria, who is an experienced wrestler after competing for Cumberland’s McCourt Middle School, was pinned by 
Smithfield’s Josh Ucran in the second period of their bout in the Patriots’ first Division II dual meet as a program.

Patriots win two matches in program’s first meet
By JON BAKER

jbaker@patuckettimes.com

LINCOLN  –  Davies Tech’s 
first official wrestling match in 
school history hardly went off 
like clockwork.

Athletic Director Bob Mor-
ris admitted being peeved that 
his Patriots couldn’t take on 
Division II foe Smithield High 
on the specially-designed mats 
he had ordered back in August 
because, simply, they had yet to 
be delivered to Gaskin Alumni 
Hall.

Morris instead had to borrow 
the mats from Johnston High.

Then there was the fact that 
the Wednesday’s start time had 
to be pushed back nearly an 
hour from its original 5 p.m. 
start due to a variety reasons, 
one of which happened to be 
… well, surprise, the Pats had 
never hosted an interscholastic 
wrestling clash before.

Still at least 45 minutes out 
from the start, however, Morris 
shrugged and grinned, “Hey, 

See FIRST, page B3

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
Davies 285-pound wrestler Edson Giraldo posted one of his team’s two victories in Wednesday’s 66-12 Di-
vision II defeat to Smithfield in the Patriots’ first league dual meet as a program. 

HOCKEY

Mistakes 
cost Mount 
in home loss
Arlington Catholic takes 
advantage of simple errors

By BRANDEN MELLO
bmello@woonsocketcall.com

WOONSOCKET — The Mount St. 
Charles hockey team is too deep and too 
talented to be dependent on one player, but 
through three scrimmages and two non-
league games, if senior forward Trey Bour-
que isn’t creating offense, the Mounties sim-
ply aren’t scoring.

Bourque’s line, which also features senior 
John Belisle and Matt Mahoney, was respon-
sible for all the offense in Wednesday night’s 
non-league contest with Massachusetts pow-
erhouse Arlington Catholic at Adelard Arena. 
Bourque scored in the first period and then 
delivered a perfect pass to defenseman Jacob 
Maddalena in the second to cut the Cougars’ 
lead in half.

See MISTAKES, page B3

Bills looking 
to flip script 
on Brady
Quarterback has owned 
Buffalo over 20 seasons

By MARK LUDWICZAK 
Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y.  — Tre’Davious 
White didn’t know much about the one-sided 
rivalry between the Bills and New England 
Patriots prior to his arrival in Buffalo. He 
quickly caught up to speed.

“Since I first got here, before I even 
played my first game, I was sitting at Buffalo 
Wild Wings and I was by myself and I was 
eating and the Patriots were on,” White said. 
“It was a Thursday night, and just a random 
guy came up to me, ‘You’ve got to beat these 
guys.’”

The Bills have come a long way since 
White’s arrival in 2017. They have clinched 
their second playoff berth in three years. 
They have won 10 games for the first time 
since 1999. Yet they still have to topple the 
Patriots, who have held a stranglehold over 
the AFC East as well as the Bills over the 
past two decades.

The surging Bills (10-4) will get that op-
portunity to flip the script on Saturday when 
they travel to take on the Patriots (11-3) in a 
battle between the division rivals.

“That’s our next challenge,” Bills defen-
sive end Jerry Hughes said. “It’s not like 
we’ve proven much. We’ve just been knock-
ing down the challenges that have been in 
front of us. In order for us to get to where 
we want to go next – that’s to hang a ban-
ner up here – we have to handle the Patriots. 
... This is the playoffs for us. Playoffs start 
early.”

See BRADY, page B2

“It’s satisfying and a blessing. Not a lot of peo-
ple get to play their favorite position in college.”

— Shea running back Jaylen Smith
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Pic of the Day

Free Pic of the Day Photo Give-A-Way
If your child’s name appears in the Pic of the Day you are welcome to receive FREE photo 
reproductions of the Pic of the Day. Call Diane Ames at 401-767- 8500 to request your Pic 
of the Day photo set and you will receive one 8”x10” and two 5”x7” photos as a free gift 
from Navigant Credit Union.

Please give us the date that your Pic of the Day ran in the paper.
Additional photos can be ordered at a cost of

$8.00 each for one 8”x10” or two 5”x7”
11”x17” Posters can also be ordered at a cost of $10.00

Please leave your order quantities and contact information when you call. You will be called 
when your order will be ready for pick up. We accept cash, check and all major credit cards.

November 27, 2019 - Lincoln  junior running back John Jaramillo (27) carrys 
for a first down against Central Falls during first quarter action of the annual 

Thanksgiving Eve Holiday Bowl at Ferguson Field Wednesday evening.
Ernest A. Brown photo
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you know me, once the 
match starts, that’s all I care 
about. The kids will be com-
peting; you just can’t ask for 
anything more than that.”

Despite the hassles and 
delays, Morris and brand 
new head coach Geoff Poir-
ier received a whole lot more 
from their grapplers than ex-
pected. Sure, the Sentinels 
bushwhacked the Patriots, 
66-12, in the hosts’ Division 
II season opener, but the 
hosts still made history in 
several areas.

In the 182-pound bout, 
sophomore Matt Kravitz 
stunned Austin Isaacs with a 
pin with only eight ticks left 
in the opening two-minute 
period, becoming the first 
individual victor in program 
history.

And, after it appeared 
senior captain Tyler Faria 
would pull off the same type 
of verdict at 220 but valiant-
ly failed, fellow senior cap-
tain Edison Giraldo drove 
Kenny Rotella’s shoulders 
into the matting with only 27 
seconds elapsed in the con-
test.

“It’s pretty damn awe-
some!” replied the “sea-
soned” Kravitz after his his-
torical triumph over Isaacs. 
“I had wrestled for three 
years before this at McCourt 
Middle School in Cumber-
land, and I placed fifth over-
all at the state middle school 
championships (almost) two 
years ago.

“When I found out that 
Davies was going to have 
a wrestling program, I was 
astonished,” he added. “I 
was so happy. Last year, as 
a freshman, it was kind of 
a bummer because I had no 
one to compete for. I didn’t 
play any sports, and I missed 
wrestling.

“I started to hear rumors 
last spring, and I thought, 
‘Really? Are they going to 
go through with it?’ but then 
I knew they would. That was 
awesome!”

Offered Poirier: “We 
have three out of about 14 
kids who have wrestled be-
fore, including Kravitz, se-
nior Christian Godinez and 
a backup heavyweight, so 
we’re green all right. We had 
two kids win here, so it was 
better than we did on Satur-
day (when the Pats traveled 
to King Philip to take on 
Tri-County and Bellingham 
in an exhibition quad-meet).

“Matt won two matches 
and lost one. He should have 
won his first, but he had a 
penalty with 1.8 seconds left 
(in regulation), his opponent 
tied it (with that point) and 

he lost it in overtime. So he 
should be 4-0 overall right 
now.

“He’s been working 
very hard, and it’s pay-
ing off to this point,” he 
continued. “It’s showing 
on the mat. He’s tying his 
moves together really well, 
and I’m excited to see what 
the rest of the season has 
in store for him. Edison 
is coming along nicely as 
well. We worked on a few 
things this past Monday, 
and we had a “snow day’ 
(Tuesday, but he used liter-
ally everything we worked 
on Monday, and that’s how 
he got his pin.

“His strength and size is 
going to be huge if he can 
keep it together and keep 
striving to move forward.”

Giraldo, like Kravitz, 
seemed ecstatic over his vic-
tory.

“To be honest, I was ner-
vous beforehand because 
I had no idea how big the 
other kid was going to be or 
how skilled he was; I didn’t 
know what to expect,” Gi-
raldo, a massive 262-pound-
er with a gentle nature off 
the mat, grinned later.

“I had played football 
(for coach Henry Cabral) 
this fall, and he suggest-
ed I do wrestling to stay in 
shape. I figured, ‘If it gets 

me out of the house, why 
not?’ I mean, I love sports 
… This win? I’m definitely 
surprised because I’ve never 
done this before. This is so 
unexpected. It was just in-
stinct, I guess.”

Faria came ever so close 
to a pin of Sentinels’ soph-
omore Josh Ucran at 220; in 
fact, he even planted Ucran 
to the matting for a two-
point takedown 59 ticks into 
the first period for the initial 
points, and he had the 2-1 
lead entering the middle ses-
sion.

Slowly, however, Ucran 
gained momentum and even-
tually pinned him at 3:01.

Other highlights: Tech 
sophomore Aidan Alves ac-
tually managed a one-point 
escape with six seconds left 
in the opening period in his 
132-pound bout opposite ju-
nior Ben Russo and trailed 
by only one early in the sec-
ond. Russo, though, made a 
surge midway through the 
second to record a pin at 
2:51.

Then again, frosh Nickia 
Chere managed a bit of his-
tory herself at 120. With a 
one-point escape 22 seconds 
into the first stanza against 
fellow freshman Chris Gliot-
tone, she collected the first 
official point in club annals., 
but she ended up sustaining 

a pin at 1:15.
“A lot of these kids are re-

ally close to being success-
ful, despite the fact we’ve 
been at this for only a couple 
of weeks,” said Poirier, who 
wrestled competitively at 
both North Attleboro High 
and in college.  “They’re 
even winning matches, but 
then they screw something 
up and that’s when they get 
pinned.

“I have a lot of high ex-
pectations for this team and 
for this program,” he added. 

“I think they’re going to start 
turning the corner some-
time around mid-season. All 
of our wrestlers know my 
goals, they know what we’re 
striving for. We’re getting 
better every day, and our 
primary goal is to be good 
enough to make a splash at 
states.

“If we don’t win a meet 
this year, that’s fine, as long 
as we peak at states. That 
means we’re moving in the 
right direction.”

Smithfield 66, Davies Tech 12
106 – No match.
113 – Garrett Sala (S) won by forfeit.
120 – Chris Gliottone (S) pinned Nickia 
Chere, 1:15.
126 – Ben Rees (S) won by forfeit.
132 – Ben Russo (S) pinned Aidan Alves, 
2:51.
138 – Brayton Fowler (S) pinned Logan 
Viveiros, 3:09.
145 – Sam Placido (S) won by forfeit.
152 – Jordan Golato (S) def. Christian Go-
dinez, :55.
160 – Nate Allen (S) pinned Skylar LaVal-
ley, :24.
170 – Roupen Bastation (S) def. Jared Ra-
hed, :54.
182 – Matt Kravitz (DT) pinned Austin Isaa-
cs, 1:52.
195 – Dom Morales (S) won by forfeit.
220 – Josh Ucran (S) pinned Tyler Faria, 3:01.
HVY – Edison Giraldo (DT) pinned Kenny 
Rotella, :27.

Photo by Ernest A. Brown
The Davies Tech wrestling team wanted to win its first dual meet in program history, but the Patriots were happy with the progress they made in three weeks. The 
Patriots received victories by pin from 182-pounder Matt Kravitz and 285-pounder Edison Giraldo.

Mistakes
Continued from page B1

The Mounties dominated long stretches 
of the third period, but the failed to put a 
shot pass goalie Trevor Lally, while forward 
Thomas Milne netted a pair of goals to lead 
the Cougars to a 4-2 victory. 

“Our inconsistency is killing us,” Mount 
coach Matt Merten said. “We can dominate 
for 10 minutes and then give up a goal. We’re 
not very much experience other than [Bour-
que’s line], but we need to get the puck out of 
the zone. Those are attention to detail things 
that Coach [Bill Belisle] taught us, and if we 
don’t get them right, we’re not beating any-
body.” 

Mount St. Charles (0-2) had numerous 
chances to tie the game in the third period. 
Ethan Letendre had a breakaway saved and 
then with starting goalie Sean Trottier on the 
bench in favor of a sixth attacker late in the 
contest, Bourque rung a shot off the crossbar 
with less than a minute left. Moments later, 
Milne raced the other way and placed the 
puck into the vacated net.

The Mounties have one day to fix Wednes-
day’s mistakes because they open the league 
season Friday night against Smithfield at 
Smithfield Municipal Rink. The Mounties 
will do so minus injured forwards Bryan Tes-
ta and Matt Guay, while Thursday the RIIL 
will decide on the eligibility of Chris Baxter 
and Alex Pratt, who left the Mount Hockey 
Academy U18 team to rejoin the high school 
squad. 

“On Friday, we just have to have a consis-
tent 45-minute effort,” Merten said. “If we 
do that, we’re capable of positive results – I 
know that. It’s the inconsistency that is kill-
ing us. We were flat coming out on a power 
play to start the third. What is that? We want 
to be patient, but we also need to be aggres-
sive and we weren’t that.”

The Mounties, who were coming off a 
5-1 loss to St. John’s at New England Sports 
Center, fell behind just 1:44 into the opening 

period when Trottier saved a Carson Priante 
shot right into the path of Alex Costa, who 
tapped the puck into the net at the right post. 
Mount responded later in the period when 
Bourque picked off a bad outlet pass in the 
left circle, walked into the slot and deposit-
ed the puck in the net for his second goal in 
two games. He also had seven goals in three 
scrimmages.

But the Mounties started another period 
poorly and gave up a goal just 3:32 into the 
second period when Milne fired a shot past 
Trottier. 

“All week we talked about starting fast,” 
Merten said. “We’re playing a team that had 
an hour and a half bus ride, we should be go-
ing out after it like gangbusters, but for what-
ever reason it’s taken us five to eight minutes 
to get our legs going. This is our barn, we 
should have the energy, but it’s not translat-
ing on the ice yet.” 

Jason Smith scored what turned out to be 
the game-winning goal at 8:22 – and the tally 
was completely preventable. With the Cou-
gars on the power play, Mount had a couple 
of opportunities to clear the puck, but they 
failed to do so and Smith wristed a shot from 
the blue line past Trottier. 

Mount cut its deficit in half at 10:12 of 
the period when Belisle found Bourque 
below the goal line. With AC’s defense fo-
cused on the senior, Maddalena snuck in 
on the weak side and one-timed a beautiful 
pass into the net to make the score 3-2. That 
was as close as the hosts would get over the 
final 19:48.

“Trey is a good goalscorer and we’re get-
ting him the puck, but it’s not enough,” Mer-
ten said. “We need secondary goal scoring 
because we’re not generating any chances 
from the other lines. We’re missing players 
like Testa, Pratt and Baxter. That’s a line of 
guys. We’re going to keep working because 
this team hasn’t even scratched the surface of 
what they’re capable of yet.”   

Follow Branden Mello on Twitter @Bran-
den_Mello
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