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Softball was a game-changer for Davies’ Kent
By Eric Rueb

Journal Sports Writer

High school softball changed Taylor Kent.

When she arrived at Davies Career and Technical High School as a
freshman, Kent was like most ninth graders. She was quiet, reserved and
lacked confidence, especially on the field. She had played softball since
she was 5 years old and showed plenty of promise but never felt
comfortable on the field.

“When I started out, I had coaches who doubted me, but now I’m here,”
she says. “I can show them ’look at the player I have become.’ ” The more
she played under Bob Morris and his staff at Davies, the more her
confidence grew. She went from thinking she wasn’t going to make the
team to starting as a freshman, getting to the Division III title game as a
sophomore, finding ways to have fun as a junior and now learning how to
cope with having her final season taken away from her by the coronavirus
pandemic.

“This was supposed to be my last bang at softball. I was going to leave it
all out on the field this year,” Kent says. “I was ready to leave my name
on Davies for softball and wasn’t able to do that now.”

The ninth-grade Kent would never have believed she would not only make
the team but would be named captain by the time she was a junior.

The reality of Kent’s situation, unbeknownst to her, was there was no way
she was getting cut. Davies doesn’t have a junior varsity program or the
numbers to allow cuts. If you want to play, the Patriots will find room for
you.

Kent had grown up playing the game, playing travel ball, and it wasn’t a
matter of if she would make the team in freshman year. It was a matter of
if she’d be starting, and that didn’t take long to determine.

Being a part of the program as a ninth grader was a big deal to Kent and
helped her grow as a high school student.

“Softball made me new friends. It made me reach out to people,” she
says. “If I was having a bad day where life wasn’t going so great, I knew I
had softball and I knew I could play and get my mind off everything. It
was a good escape from reality.”

In her sophomore season, Kent and the Patriots went 9-4 in the regular
season, then tore through the playoffs to make the D-III finals. While they
were swept by Tiverton, just getting there meant the world to Kent.
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